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Background
• In April 2025, ACGR agreed to update its Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander Research Education 
guidelines

• Established a working group

• Discussed how to update the guidelines

• Worked from the existing guidelines to update, add and 
remove statements, where necessary.
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Working Group
• Professor Sadie Heckenberg (Co-Chair) – President, National 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Higher Education Consortium 
(NATSIHEC)

• Professor Louise Sharpe (Co-Chair) – President, ACGR
• Professor Kathryn Gilbey – Executive Dean of Higher Education and 

Research, Batchelor Institute of Indigenous Tertiary Education
• Professor Peter Anderson – Pro Vice-Chancellor Indigenous, 

University of New England
• Professor Jane Maree Maher, Deputy Dean of Graduate Studies, 

Monash University
• Professor Carolin Plewa, Pro Vice-Chancellor (Researcher 

Education and Development), The University of Adelaide
• Professor Samantha Bennett, Associate Dean Higher Education, 

Australian National University
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Plan

• Invite Sadie to give a brief overview

• Present the content of the new guidelines

• Panel conversation with the working group 

• Invite Peter Anderson to close with his hopes about 
how the guidelines might influence the sector.



5ACGR Good Practice Guidelines – Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Research Education

Existing RDFs pointed to various 
influences
Including:
• VITAE
• The Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of 

Research
• AQF and NZQF learning outcomes
• Public policy re. industry readiness

• Some universities positioned HDRs as part of whole 
researcher development lifecycle, while others had 
separate RDFs for HDRs.
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Questions? Comments?
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